[image: image1.jpg]



Australasian Association for Engineering Education (AaeE)
President’s Annual Report 2007
1.
The Executive Committee

The members of the 2006/2007 Executive Committee are listed in the following table.  
	Name
	Position
	Portfolios

	Wageeh Boles 
	President
	Institutional relationships 

	David Dowling 
	Immediate Past President
	Conferences and membership

	Roger Hadgraft
	Vice President
	2007 conference Chair

	Xu Huang
	Treasurer
	

	Alan Bradley
	EA representative
	

	Frank Bullen
	ACED representative
	

	Gunilla Burrowes
	Elected member
	e-Journal

	Elizabeth Godfrey
	Elected member
	e-Newsletter, Awards

	Euan Lindsay
	Elected member
	Website, Peer Support Network, e-journal

	Holger Maier
	Elected member
	L&T project, Awards 

	Yvonne Toft
	Elected member
	Awards

	Christine King
	EA Committee Administrator
	Secretary


Note:  
The Committee Administrator position for the Association was held by Sarah Zelig until March 2007 where it was handed over to Penny Philips. In August 2007, the position was handed over to Christine King.

1.1
Meetings
The Executive Committee met on 5 occasions during the 12 - month period:

	13th December 2006
	Meeting of new Executive after the AGM

	26th March 2007
	Engineers Australia, Queensland Division Office, Brisbane

	25th May 2007
	Teleconference

	27th & 28th August 2007 
	Engineers Australia, Victoria Division Office, Melbourne

	31st October 2007
	Teleconference


2.
Membership

The membership of the Australasian Association for Engineering Education continues to grow, with our records showing that there are 704 registered members in November 2007. 
	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	March/April
	413
	445
	552
	661
	At 27 Nov.

	August/September
	445
	504
	627
	671
	704


2.1
Australian Council of Engineering Deans, ACED
At its meeting on 30th September 2005 the Australian Council of Engineering Deans agreed to continue the present funding arrangement of $12000 per annum for the three year period 2006-2008.  This means that staff from Australian engineering schools will continue to have their membership subsidised by an annual levy paid by their school. AaeE will be approaching ACED during 2008, for their continued support to ensure that AaeE remains in a good financial position.
2.2
New Zealand Council of Engineering Deans 

The Association strengthened its relationship with the New Zealand Council of Engineering Deans resulting in AaeE being better supported.  Staff from New Zealand engineering schools will continue to have their membership subsidised by an annual levy paid by their school.

3
ACED-Carrick Review of engineering education

AaeE is represented by its President on the Steering Committee of the ACED-Carrick project; Rethinking Engineering Education. In addition to contributions through the steering committee, Emeritus Professor Robin King, the Project Manager addressed the AaeE Executive via teleconference in August 2007 and provided an update on some of the emerging issues raised from the consultations and submissions. The project report is due to be submitted to the Carrick Institute in February 2008.

4.
Financial position

The audited accounts for 2006/2007 year will be tabled at the AGM, then tabled at the ACED meeting.  The Executive has developed a budget for 2007/2008 which is aligned with the financial year (July to June), to be presented at the AGM.  

5.
2006 Conference

The 17th Annual Conference of the Australasian Association for Engineering Education, and the 12th Women in Engineering Forum, was held at AUT University, NZ from Sunday 10th December to Wednesday 13th December, 2006. Over 140 delegates registered for the Conference including day registrants. Over 100 papers were accepted for publication and were spread into 29 technical sessions, 4 workshops and 2 panel sessions (Women in Engineering Panel and Industry Panel).

The organising committee was proactive in facilitating some of the workshops to ensure that conference themes were addressed.  

The quality of papers was very high and well aligned to the core themes due to the valuable contributions of the paper sub-committee and all NZ, Australia, and international referees. This conference featured the successful implementation of AaeE’s first fully online paper review system and two committee members received training by AaeE on using this system. 

AaeE will ensure that conference support systems and mechanisms are maintained and made available to conference organisers. This will reduce the administrative overheads and help organising committees focus on the more important aspects of the conferences.

6.
2008 Conference

The 18th Annual Conference of the Australasian Association for Engineering Education will be hosted by Central Queensland University at the proposed dates of 8th -10th December 2008.  Prue Howard will be the Chair of the Organising Committee. In order to strengthen the relationship between the hosting university and AaeE and to ensure that AaeE can provide the appropriate support, Prue will be an invited member of the Executive until the conclusion of the conference.

7.
Engineering Education Excellence Awards
In 2007, the AaeE Excellence in Engineering Education Awards attracted twelve applications as follows: 3 applications for Category 1 – Teaching Excellence; 4 applications for Category 2 – Program/Project that enhances Excellence in Learning, and 5 applications for Category 3 – Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning in Engineering. No applications were received for Services Supporting Student Learning.

The Judging Panel has identified two finalists in Category 1; two in Category 2 and three in Category 3.  The Judging Panel members were: Robin King, Basil Wakelin, , , Allan Bradley, and Yvonne Toft (non-voting Chair).  The Executive Committee acknowledges the work of the panel members and thanks them for their contribution.

8.
e-Journal
The Journal of the Australasian Association for Engineering Education, AJEE has a new web site which now incorporates Editorial Manager links. This site is linked from the AaeE main site.

Editorial Manager software for our submission and review processing of papers has been a great success and we have this year produced for the first time in several years two journal issues. Issue 13 Vol 1 is complete and available online.

The Journal editors are now working on the on-line archiving of all previous AJEE journal papers and AaeE conference proceedings. Engineers Australia has also being working with RMIT Publishing and their Informit Database where past AaeE conference papers and AJEE papers will be included in. Papers published in the AJEE will now have much greater exposure throughout the world. Substantial work has been done by the editors to establish a comprehensive classification keyword list and reviewers list and these are now complete and interacting with Editorial Manager which makes selection of reviewers for papers very easy. 

9.
Peer Support Network for New Academics in Engineering

Progress continued with promising international linkages offering some opportunity to share resources. The New Engineering Educator division of ASEE have a similar mission to this portfolio, but have a team of people dedicated to the task rather than just me.  Details have been exchanged and we are looking to share information with them.

Contact has been made with the Program Chair for the upcoming ASEE conference to have reviewers identify papers that are particularly suitable for new academics.  This is one way of helping to make the current literature more accessible.  There is some thought to hold a workshop or networking session.

Negotiating are being conducted with the Engineering Subject Centre in the UK about them presenting one of their pedagogical research seminars here in Australia.  These seminars are always popular, and help provide a start for academics who want to get into research in this field.

The Journal Watch project is gaining some support.  The intention is to rate the journals in the field on factors like usability, turnaround time and so forth, so that authors can make an informed choice as to where to publish.
10.
Projects

10.1
Bibliography of key references in engineering education

The purpose of the bibliography is to provide easy access to key references on a range of topics related to engineering education (and tertiary education in general).  Over the last two years, the committee has been setting up a bibliography of key references in an attempt to enhance the scholarship of teaching and learning in engineering schools. The purpose of the bibliography is to provide easy access to key references on a range of 

topics related to engineering education (and tertiary education in general). The first attempt at the bibliography is now available on the AAEE website. Any comments and contributions are welcome.

10.2
Regional workshops
In 2007, Roger Hadgraft and Holger Maier featured in a regional workshop in collaboration with Engineers Australia to disseminate best practice and developing expertise. Another workshop is being planned to be held in conjunction with EA’s accreditations in 2008. AaeE will provide speakers.
11.
Collaboration with other societies and institutions

11.2
ACED/EA Accreditation Board Consultative Committee 

Roger Hadgraft is the AaeE representative on the ACED/Accreditation Board Consultative Committee and his contribution has been very much appreciated by Engineers Australia.  He has helped to disseminate development activities and observed trends from the accreditation process.

11.3 EWB Challenge
AaeE is supporting the Engineers Without Borders (EWB) Challenge – A first year design challenge for students, engineering a better world.  The Challenge ran for the first time in 2007 and 17 universities have confirmed they will participate in semester 1 2007. AaeE President is represented AaeE as a member of the judging panel. The finalists are to present seminars at this year’s AaeE conference in Melbourne.
11.4 SEFI: 

The AaeE President met with the SEFI President, Professor Claudio Borri to formalise the relationship between AaeE and SEFI. SEFI is the European Society for Engineering Education. Follow up with formal relations with IFEES is being pursued. AaeE President received a formal invitation to attend the first summit of IFEES in Istanbul on 30 September 2007.

11.5 IFEES
Membership of AaeE in the International Federation of Engineering Education Societies was thought to have been already established. This is now being investigated to ensure that AaeE is a member.

11.6 Representation at CDIO workshop and network

The CDIO initiative is an innovative educational framework for producing the next generation of engineers and has participants from the USA and Europe. It provides students with an education stressing engineering fundamentals set in the context of Conceiving — Designing — Implementing — Operating real-world systems and products. Both AaeE President and Vice President attended the introductory workshop held in Sydney on 17-18 July 2007. A regional group was formed in which the AaeE Vice President, Roger Hadgraft, was elected AaeE representative. Forming a CDIO special interest group in AAEE is worthy of exploring to support various PBL initiatives

12.
Acknowledgements

I am indebted to my colleagues on the Executive Committee for their sincere and tireless efforts. Their contributions make all the difference. It is amazing to see so much being achieved from volunteers who endure the pressures and demands of the very busy academic life. Members of the Executive committee have once again demonstrated their strong enthusiasm and commitment to advancing Engineering Education. My deep appreciation and thanks to each and every one of them. 
I would like to also extend my thanks and appreciation to Sarah Zelig, Penny Philips and Christine King for their valuable support and significant work as committee secretaries over the past 12 months.

Wageeh Boles, 

AaeE President
December 2007
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